This may have been due to the fact that students entered at much lower skill
levels in math and felt a critical need to improve these skills than in basic
reading.

As shown in table 18, a total of 42 skill levels, or an average of 2.8 skill
levels per student, in math were completed by the 15 students who had been in
the program 0 to 3 months, compared with 18 skill levels in reading, or 1.2
skill levels per student. This trend in levels of math and reading completed
continued up to 12 months, at which time the levels completed in math and
reading tended to be the same.

Table 18. - Weber Basin Center - average math and reading
achievement levels by length of time in program, 1982

Length of

time in               Sample size         Average achievement levels

program                                                       MathReading

(months)

0-3                        15                         2.80            1.20

0-6                        17                         3.80            1.80

7-9                        11                         4.00            2.80

10-12                        7                         4.90            3.10

Over 12                    __4                         5.30            5.30

Average                    54                         4.16            2.84

Advanced general education program.  - The subject matter of the Job Corps
6ED program consists of five major areas:    grammar and usage,  social
studies, natural  sciences,  literature,  and math.    The program is not
designed to provide complete mastery of the subject areas;  rather,   it  is
designed to provide students with an understanding of major concepts to
expand their general  knowledge.    The 6ED program includes 20 units which
encompass 120 lesson booklets.    Each lesson is designed to be mastered by
students in a period of 1 hour or less.    After a student trainee completes
a lesson booklet and passes the mastery tests,  he or she then qualifies to
advance to lesson booklets at the next higher level of proficiency.

The Job Corps high school equivalency preparatory program helps corpsmembers
achieve and demonstrate high school proficiency on the American Council  on
Educators GED tests and to attain a high school  equivalency certificate.    A
high school  equivalency is valuable for corpsmembers who enter careers where
employment and promotions are dependent upon educational  background.    This
diploma is honored by the armed services, State colleges, the Office of
Personnel Management,  and most businesses.

Each of the Reclamation centers offers the Job Corps Advanced General
Education Program to prepare eligible corpsmembers for the American
Council on Education Tests of GED.    In most cases,  it is recommended that
corpsmembers complete units and lessons equal to level 8 in the graded
reading and math programs.

46 less. Although starting the program at higher skill
